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Le passioni e la società. Morale e politica nel Trattato sulla natura umana di David Hume.

Partendo dall’analisi del II (Of the Passions) e III (Of Morals) libro del Trattato sulla natura umana, il corso si propone di studiare il dibattito sulla natura e la funzione delle passioni nella formazione dello stato. Particolare attenzione sarà dedicata alla critica humeana alle soluzioni giusnaturalistiche, nonché agli interventi coevi, da Francis Hutcheson a Thomas Reid.

Passions and society.  Moral and civil virtues in David Hume’s  A Treatise of Human Nature.

“Every passion, habit, or turn of character …which has a tendency to our advantage or prejudice, gives a delight or uneasiness; and it is from thence the approbation or disapprobation arises. We easily gain from the liberality of others, but are always in danger of losing by their avarice: courage defends us, but cowardice lays us open to every attack: justice is the support of society, but injustice, unless checked, would quickly prove its ruin: humility exalts, but pride mortifies us”. (A Treatise, II, 1 “Of Pride and Humility”).

According to Hume vice and virtue are not “discoverable merely by reason, or the comparison of ideas”, but “by means of some impression or sentiment they occasion” (A Treatise, III, 1 “Of Virtue and Vice in General”). The analysis of  Books II (Of the Passions) and  III (Of Morals) of Hume’s  A Treatise of Human Nature permits to appreciate his struggle against Thomas Hobbes’ and John Locke’s positions. The contemporary debate on the foundation of ethics will be considered.

